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Starter: Can you think of a time when someone said something to you and you knew 
the opposite was true? 
Ask participants to indicate if they can think of a time that someone said this to them 
and they knew the opposite was true: 

1. No problem 
2. I will be right back 
3. Your call is important to us 
4. It’s good to see you 
5. Thanks 
6. Sorry 
7. I don’t mean to gossip but… 

  
Ask: Why do we sometimes say things we know are not true? 
 
The book of Malachi was written in the mid-400s BC.  It was God’s last prophetic 
message before John the Baptist.  In the time of Malachi, the people of Israel had been 
restored to their land after 70 years in captivity by the Persian king Cyrus the Great, 
and the sacrificial system of worshipping God had resumed.  The people of Malachi’s 
day showed great love and respect to their parents, possibly because they were the 
ones who were brought back to their land and rebuilt the temple.  They also had the 
highest honour for the Persian governor, possibly because they knew God used the 
Persians to restore them to their land. 
 

1. Read Malachi 1:6-10.  In verse 6 we see God as our Father and our Master.   
How ought we relate to God as our Father?  as our Master? 

2. Read Deuteronomy 15:21.  What was God so upset about in Malachi 1:6?   
Shouldn’t He have been happy that His people were bringing sacrifices to His 
temple? 

3. Read John 1:29, Hebrews 9:14 and Hebrews 10:11-14.  Why did John the Baptist 
call Jesus the Lamb of God? 

4. Read Malachi 1:11, Revelation 5:8 and Hebrews 13:15-16.  In what ways do we 
see Malachi’s prophecy about pure offerings fulfilled? 

5. Read Malachi 1:12-14.  In what ways were the priests showing the people that 
God did not need to be treated with love, honour or respect? 
 
Diving Deeper: What are practical ways we can show people around us that God 
is a Great King? 


